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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Departnent)
NINT77

Nove frein, e T1in A ust SO0N divdvand 240, 1951

ihe tollowimge Act ot Parliaoment cecesved the assent of the President o the

Pl Augost, 2008, and s hereby published for general mfornution

THE CRIMINAL LAW (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2018

No. 22 0¥ 2018
(11l Auguse, 2018}

< < -

An Act Turther to amend the Indian Penal Code. Indian Evidence Act, 1872, thic
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act. 2012,

Bi 0 enacted by Parliament in the Sidty-ninth Yewr of the Repubhic of Indi as

follows:

CHAPTER I

Presinvanary

1. (/) This Act may be called the Criminai Law (Amendment) Act. 2018 g
cornipenuenent

(2 1t shall be deemed to have come into force on the 21st day of April. 2018
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CHEA I
AMENOMENTS T6 THE INDIAN PEENAT Com

2. Inthe Indian Penal Code (bereafier in this Chapter referred (o as the Penal Code), in- 45 of 1860
section 166A, in clanse (), for the words, figures and letters "section 376B. section 370C,
section 376", the words, figures and letters “section 376AB, section 376B. section 376C,
section 37613, section 376DA., section 376DB" shall be substituted.

L. In section 228A of the Penal Code, in sub-section (/), for the words, figures and
letters “section 376A. section 376B, section 376C, section 376", the words, tigures and
letters "section 3T6A, section 376AB, section 376B. section 3760, section 376D,
sechion 376DA, section 37608 shall be substituted.

4. In secton 370 of the Penal Code e

() it sub-section (). for the words "shall nol be less than seven years, but
which may extend to impnsonment tor life, and shall also be lable (0 fine, the words
“shall not be less than wen years, bur which may extend o mprisonment tor life, and
shali also be hable to fine” shalt be sushstitated:

Iy sub-section (25, clause (3 shall be onmtted:

ehafter subesecnne (70 e followng subesection shidl be sserted mamei
Wi SIS LD O0 & WOLIAD under souesn Veais of ape i
e putsiaed wilh sig e cis monsanment for s tenn whies shail £o! e jess Ui

Twenty veurs bt wlisc may exiend o unprisupiment for e whien shalo nea

e e reandes Rt e anit 8] 600, whd shiad) e
Irahle 1o fine

Provided diat such fine shall be just and reascnabiv to meet the medn i
expenses and rehabiliaton of the vicum:

Provaded furthe: that any fine amposed under tns sub-section shall b
paid o the vietm

S Afe section 37CA ot the Penal Code, the following secuon shall e mserled, numnely -

“ITOAR. Whuever commits rape on 4 woman under tweive yeirs of age shall b
punished witlt rigorous fmprsenment for u tesin which shall not be Jess thau twenty
years, but which may extend 1o uiprsonment for life, which shisli mean HOPCSGOme
for the remainder of that person's uatural life, and with line or with death:

Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable w meet the medical expenses
and rehabilitation of the victim:

Provided further that any fowe ymposed under this section shall be pad to the victlin

6. Afiersegtion 3761 of the Penal Code, the Qllowing sections shall be insertedpamely - ~

"IT6DA. Where & woman under sixteen years of age s raped by one or more
persons constituting a group or acting in furtherance of a commaon intention, each of
those persons shall be deemed 1o have committed the offence of rape and shall be
punished with imprisonment for life, which shall mean imprisommnent for the remainder
of that person's natural life, and with fine:

Provided that such fine shull be just and reasonable o meet the medical expenses
and rehabilitation of the victin:

Provided further that any fine imposed under s secuen shall be pad 1o the
vicum.
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those persons shall be deemed to have committed the otfence of rape and shall be o welve
punished with imprisonment for fife, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder yeae ot age
of that person's nutural life, and with fine, or with death:

Provided that such fine shall be just and reasonable to meet the medical
expenses and rehabilitation of the victim:

Provided further that any fine imposed under this section shall be paid 1o the

victim.”.
. R \ e e - ar "wocts 376" Amendment ol
7. i section 376E of the Penal Code, for the word, figures and letter “section 76D cection 376E

the words, figures and letters “section 376AB or section 370D or section 376DA oi

section 376DRB," shall be substituted
CHAPTER T

AMENIMYNTS 108 Titan Bvience Aci, 1872

8. In section 33A of the Indian Evidence Act 1872 (hereatter in this Chapter referred (o A ::’.(':;.‘.:l.u.'!:: o
as the Bvidence Act), for the words tgares and letters “section 370A. section 3768 or 53A
section 3700, section 37617 the words fipures and letters "secnon 376A. secuion 176AE

cection 376K section 3760 seetin 700 wection Y7G1A section 376DH! shall he subsotiied

9. i section F40 0f e veree Ach 1 e provesie 1o e words, figures and letter ran
seetion 376A,L seetion 3TOR, sevnnn 3760 section 376D the words, hpures and fetters

G ATOR. wecton YTOUT section 3761 secnon 376104

Teecton FTOA section 3T0AL

seesiute Tl shal! ee bt

CHAPTERTY
AMENDMESTE 10 Cobg or CriMimial Procebeer, 1973

10. In the Code of Crinuna! Procedare, 1973 (herealter indis Chapter referred o as the Ancrenien: o

. . i o B R PTITO O ST F R
Code of Critninal Procedure). u section 20, i clause (3. m ihe proviso, for the words, tiypures 700007

and leticrs scctiun 370AL secnon 5 e, section 37607 section 37007 the words, hgures and
fetters section 376A, scetion 376AR, section 3768 seehon 3760, secuon 3760
sechion STODA, secuon 376DE shall be substuituted
1, Insection 154 of the Code of Cranmal Procedure, nnsub-section (f ) - Adridanent o
section (0 d
{r) im the first provise, for the words, hgures and letters Vsection 376A,
scction 3708, scction 37607, section 3700, the words, figures and letters
“seetion 376A, section 376AB, secton 3768, secuon 3760, section 376D,
section 3A7T6DA, section 37618, shalf be substituted;

(1) m the second proviso, m clause (a), for the words, figures and letters
“section IT6A, scelioin 37GB, socuon ST00, secuon 3700, e words, figures and
letters "sgction 376A, secnon 376AB, section 3768, secuon 3760, sestion 3761,
secton 376DA, section 376118, shall he substitted.

12, Insection 161 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, im sub-section (3), in the sccond  Amendieen: of
provisa, for the words, figures and letters “section 370A, scotion 376B, section 3760, secton 1ol
section 376D", the words, figures and letlers "section 376A, section 376AB., section 3768,
section 3760, section 376D, section 37610 A, section 37618 shall be substituted.

13. Tn section 164 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, in sub-section (5A), in clause (@),  Amendinent of
for the words, figures and letters "section 376A, sectiom 3768, section 3760, section 37600,  section 163
the words, figares and letters “section 3704, section 376AB, section 376B, section 3760,
section 376D, section 376D A, sectivn 3761B" shall be substiluted.
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(1) 100 sub-section (7A4), for the words "rape of 4 child may be completed withim
three months”, the words, Dgares and letters “an offence under sections 370, 376A,
376ARB, 3768, 376C, 376D, 3761DA. 37618 or 376F of the Indsan Penal Code shall be

completed within two months™ shall be substituted.

(if) in sub-section (2), in clause (1), in sub-clanse (h), for the word, figures and
lerters “section 376, 376A, 3768, 376(°, 37612", the word. figures and letters "sections
376, 376A, 376AB. 3768, 3760, 37613, 376D A, 3761B " shall be substituted.

15. In section 197 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. m sub-section (1), in the
Explanation. for the words, figures and letiers “seetion 376A, secton 376C, section 37617,
the words, figures and letters "section 376A, section 3T6AB, section 3760, section 3760,

section 376DA, section 3761DB” shail be subsututed.
16. In section 309 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, in sub-section (1), in the proviso,
for the words, figures and letfers "section 376A, secuon 3708 section 3760 or section 37615

of the Indian Penal Code. the inguiry or tral shall, as faras possible.”. the words, hgures and
letters "section 370A, section 376AB, section 3708 sechon 3760, section 37600,
h

cecnon 376DA or section 37608 of the fndun Penal Code. the vaguiry or trial shall” shall be

substituted.
Ul Prodedioe oot (20, tor the words
cthions 370107 the words

7. 15 section 327 of the Code : 3

cooves and letters Usection 376A sconon A76E weon
e and letlers "section 376A sectin ATOAR, sechon TOH secnon 7607, secton 37010,

@ VTADA wpption VTN bt e e

Lottt

18, 11y section 3578 of the Code of Crmmnal Procedure. ior the words. tigares and letters
“ander section 326A or seceon 37610 of the Indian Penal Code . the words, figures and
ietier "under section 320A., section 370AE . section 37613, seenon 3761DA wnd secuon 376DH

ot the Indian Penal Code” shall be substiuted.

19, I section 3570 of the Code of Crimmia! Proceduare for the froures uand Jertete
VoA 3708, 3760, 3701 e pures and letters T/ 0A VOATR TT03. 3760, 3700, 3T0IA,
STODE" shall be substituted.

20. T section 374 of the Code of Crninal Procedue, after sut-section (), the following:

sub-scenon shall be mserted, mnely -

"4) When i appeal has been fted agamnst o sentence passed under
cection 376, section 376A. section 376ARB, section 3708, scetion 376C, section 376D,
section 376DA, sectn 37618 vr section 376E of the Indian Penad Code, the appeal
shall be disposed of within a period of spcimonths from the date of filng ot such appeal.”.

21. In section 377 of the Code of Criminal Proceduge, after subs-section (), the following

aub section shall be inscited, nainely -
< "(4) When an appeal has keen tiled against a sentence passed under
sevtion 376, section 370A, seetion 370AL, scetion 3701, secuon 376C, section 376D,
section 376DA. section 37608 or seetion 376E of the Indian Penal Code, the appeal
shall be disposed of within a period of six months from the date of filing of such appeal.”
22, In section 438 of the Code of Crinsinal Procedure, after sub-section (3). the following

sub-section shall be inserted, namely:—

“(#) Nothing in this section shall apply 0 any case involving the arrest of any
person on accusation of having committed an oftence under sub-section (J3) of
section 376 or section 376AB or section 376DA or section 376DB of the Indian

Penal Code.”.

45 ol 1860

d% ol 1RGO

TIaol

45 ul 180G

45 of I8N6U

45 a1 1860
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Viowectiom 230 of the O

(i) 10 sub-section (/). after the fivst proviso, the fotlowimg proviso shall be
ried, naniely: —

"Provided further that the High Court or the Court of Session shall, before
granting bail o a person who is aceused of an offence iable under sub-secuon (5)
of section 376 or section 376AB or section 376DA or section 376DB of the
Indian Penal Code. give notice of the application for bail to the Public Prosecutor
within a period of fifteen days from the date of receipt of the notice of such
application.”;

(h after sub-sectiom (1), the tollowing sub-secton shatl be mserted, namely:—
"(1A) The presence of the informant orany person authorised by nm shall

be oblipatory at the time of heaving ol the application for bl 1o the person under

cubesection (3) of section 376 or scenon 370AR o secthon 3T6DA »

section 376DB of the Indian Penal Code ™.

1o the First Schedule o the Code of Crmpal Procedure. nngder the headiay "1

G NCES ONDER THE INDUAN PENAG U )OI R

LU
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Amendment o!
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2012
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v PHE GAZETTE OF INDIA T Y TR AORDIN ALY

gl

IPecsons Kigorout imptispnment Cogmuzahle  Nun-bailabic Court of
vomnnutting fur a wrm which shall not Sesson
ofteace of rape be Jess than 20 years bul

LN A woInan which may extend 0

utider sixteen imprisonment for life,

yeirs of age which shall mcan

imprisonment for the
remainder of thal person’s
natural hie and with tine,

(b) after the entnes relatmg (o section 176A, the following entries shall
serted, namely-—

"ATeANR Peeson commitnng  Rigorous anprisonment Cognizable mogetuelable Comrt o

Sesspon

an offence of rap of aot dess tan 20y
anoi ol Wt which may extend
ader twelve 1o mpnsonnent

as ol ape Yo ffe which

chall mean

np et

o the remandes
Latopereson s

datitan Vide anad

Wil dine ol

L
(BN

fopattey the entrics refatimg to seehon 76D, the tollow g entnes Shail be mserte
aasmely -
! ) 1 0
! PN I poaps o Cogmrabic Mty [

Wworn ulider sixteen tor Bie wineh shal!

Jrdrs b Awan pprisonuicnt for
e remaunder ol that
peisen s aaavi ey

and watls tine

IO I Critay, tape On Imprisosment tui Cognizabie  Nun-bailable Courl o!
wonuie wnder Wl which shali Session
twelve mican amprisonment
yuirs of age for the renmindey of

that person’s natural
life snd wath fine or

CHAVIER V
AMENDMENT T0 THE PROTECTION 0F CHILDREN FROM Sextar OrmaNcss Act, 2002
25, In wection 42 of the Protecuon of Children from Sexual Offences Act. 2012, tor the
figures and letters "376A, 3760, 376D, the ligures and letters "376A. 376AR, 1708, 3760,

376D, 376D A, 376DB" shall be substituted.

26. (1)The Cominal Law (Anendment) Ordinance, 2018 is hereby repealed.
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SrNonvhstandmg sech repra envtinne done o any action tages under tie Tndian
Feval Code e ndum Peadonce AL 177 the Code of Cranomal Procedure, 1978 and 1
Protectuon of Children from Sexual Oftences Act, 2012, as amended by the said Ordinance,
shall be deemed o have been done or taken under the corresponding provisions of those
Acts, as amended by this Act.

DR. (. NARAYANA RAJU,
Secretury (o the Gove. of India

< ~ < N
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