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(IT) The prohibition contained in (i) above shall extended to and include

. stretches of such highways which fall within the limits of a municipal
' coporation, city, town or local authority; '
(IlT) The existing licences which have already been renewed prior to
thae date of this order shall continue until the term of the licence expires but no later
than 1 April 2017,
(IV) All signages and advertisements of the availibilty of the liquor shall be
prohibited and existing ones removed forthwith both on national and state highways;
(V) No shop for the sale of liquor shall be (i) visible from a national or state
highway; (ii) directly accessible from national or state highway and (iii) situated within a
distance of 500 metres of the outer edge of the national or state highway or of a service
lane along the highway; '

"All States and Union Territories are mandated to strictly enforce the above
directions. The Chief Secretaries and Directors General of Police shall within on month

Chalk out a plan for enforcement in consultation with the state revenue and home

departments. Responsibility shall be assigned inter alia to District Collectors and
Superintendents of Police and other competent authorities. Campliance shall be strictly
monitored by calling for fortnightly reports on action taken."
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After considering the submissions which have been urged before this Court, we
are of the view that there are three areas where the rigors of the directions which have
been issued by this Court may require to be suitably modulated without affecting the
basic principle underlying the judgment. The first is in relation to limits of local bodies
with a population of less than 20,000 people. In such areas, it has been urged before this
Court that a state highway is the main thoroughfare area along which the township has
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developed in small clusters of 20,000 or less. Hence, the requirement of
maintaining a distance of 500 metres from the outer edge of the highway or service lane

tay result in a situation where the entite local area may fall withiti the prohibited

distance. We find some substance in the submission. We miust emphatically clarify that
even in such areas falling under local bodies with a population of less than 20,000, no
licence for the sale of liquor should be issued along either a national or state highway or a
service lane along the highway, Similarly, the sale of liquor should be fror a point which
is neither visible from a hational or state highway or which is directly accessible from a
national or state highway. However, in such a situation, the prohibited distance should in
our view be restricted to 220 metres from the outer edge of the national or state highway
or of a service lane along the highway. We accordingly direct that the following
paragraph shall be inserted, after direction (v) in paragraph 24 of the operative directions
of this Court in the judgment dated 15 December 2016 namely :

“In the case of ateas comprised in local bodies with a population of 20,000 people
or less, the distance of 500 metres shall stand reduced to 220 metres”,
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