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" Supreme CourtCagip === " —

- F. No. 24(”.";/7"—:/;!”“ ~SC/ST-W

\W Convermrnient of lheis)

Minisiry of Home Mo

CS Division :
L;S?’ 8 ) Hhtdw ) .
i oé\l MDC National Stadium,

15 S India Gate, New Dethi: - - -
Dated: 3% May, 2018,

——

To,

1. The Chief Secretaries of all State Governments including
GNCTD and UTs of Puducherry|and A&N Island.

2. Administrators of D&D, Dg&NH, Lakshadweep and
Chandigarh.

éuhject: Writ Petition (C} No. 231/2010 - Shakti Vahini vs.
Union of India & ors. - Regarding
Sir/Macdam,
Fam directed to refer to the judgement dated 27.03.2018, in
V.PIC) No 231 of 2010 {copy encloscd) passed by Hon’ble Supreme
“ourt of Tndia, on the su biect mentioned ahove and to elaborate the
weventivie,  remedial  and  punitive  mehsures required to be

wptementsd to addeess the issues related th hopogr CTi e,

1 Preventive Steps:-
al The State Governments should forthwith wdentify Districts, Sub-
Dwisions and/or Villages where instdnces of honour killing or
assembly of Khap Panchayats have béen reported in the recent
past, e.g., in the last five years.

b) The Secretary, Home Department of the concerned States shall
'Essue directives/advisories (o the Superintendent of Police of the
concerned Districts for ensuring that the Officer Incharge of the
Police Stations of the identified areas are extra cautious if any
instance of inter-caste or inter- religions marriage within thejr

Jurisdiction comes to their notice.




g:illu,‘iingmbf a Rheap .

c) U information  aboul any prdhosed

panchayal comes Lo the knowledge of any police officer or any
officer of the District Administration, [he shall forthwith inform

- his immediate superior officer and alsp simultaneously intimate
the jurisdictionai Depuly Superiv jendent ol Potice  and , X

Superintendent ol Palice.

d) On receiving such ntormation, the Deputy Superiniendent of

identified by the State

A

police {or such senior police officer as

respect o ihe area/district) shall

rs of the Khap Panchayat

Covernments with

immediately interact with the mecmby

and  lmpress Upol them  thaf convening  0f such

meeting/ gathering 1s not permissible in law and o eschew from

d with such a meeting. Ad ditionally, he should issue

going ahea
the OQfficer Incharge - of the

_approprate directions 10
gilant and, if necessary, to

j‘urisdictional Police Station ta he Vv

deploy adequate pohice torce for prepention of assembly of the

proposed gathering.
e) Despite talking such measures, if th¢ meeting is conducted, the
Deputy Superintendent of Police shall personally remain present

Auring the meeling and impress yoon fhe assembly thal ne

e talken to causc @ny harm 10 the couple or the

failing which cach one

decisivl can o}

family members ol the couple,
participating in the meeting besides the OrLarmsers would be

personally liable for criminal prosequtioli. e shall also ensure

that video recording of the discussion and participation of the

members of the assembly is done of the basis of which the law

enforcing machinery can resort to shitable action.

fy If the Deputy Superintendent of Poljce, after interaction with the

members of the Khap Panchayat, has reaso
or is likely to cause harm to

n to believe that the

gathering cannot. be prevented and

the 'couple‘ or members of their (amjly, he shall forthwith submit

a proposa'l to the District Magistrafie/ gubh-Divisional Magistrate

of the District/ Competent Authorjty of the concerned area fer

2
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issuing orders to rake preventiv stops under the Crp.b

including by invoking profibiory orders under Section 14

Cr.P.C. and also hy (Ausing arredt of the par cipants in the
assembly under Section 151 Cr.P.C["

1i. Remedial Measures:-

a) Despite the preventive measures taken by the State Police, if it

comes to the notice of the local police that the Khap Panchayél

has taken place and i+ has passgd any diktat to take action

against 2 couple/ family of an inter-caste o inter-religiov s )

marriage (or any other marriage which does not meet their

acceptance), the jurisdictional police official shall cause to

immediately lodge an 7 1.R. under the appropriate provisions of

the Indian Penal Code including| Sections 141, 143, 503 read
with 506 of TPC.

b) Upon registration of F.LR., intimation shall be simultancou aly

given o the Superintendent of Bulicef Deputy Superintendent of

Police who, in turd, shall ensurg that etfective investigation of

the crime is done and taken to 1t logical end with promptitucie.

2 addiienally, ppnedints steps shauld he talen 10 ey il

security Lo the couple/ family and. if necessary, to 1€move them

1o a safe house within the same district or elsewhere keeping n

mind their safety and threat perception. T
. safe house at each District

he State Gove rnment

may consider of establishing ¢

Headquarter for that purpose. Such safe houses can cater to

accommodate (1) young bache or-bachelorette couples whose

relationship 18 being opposed by their families /.ocal

community/Khaps and (i} young [marie
{her marriage heing opposed by

d couples (of an inter-

caste Or inter-religious ot any 4

their families/local community/l«ihaps). guch safe houses may

pe placed under -the supervision of the jurisdictiona‘l District

Magistrate and Superintendent of Police.




d) The District M:_sgizsi1';_1Le/8uperm£nd at of Pohee must deial with

the complaut regarding threat administered Lo such

couple/ family with utmost sensitivity it should pe first

ascertained. whether the bar:he'tor—ba(‘heloreﬁe are capable

adults. Thereafter, i pecessary, they mdy b prnvich-d lgistival

support for solemnising their marriagé and/or for being duly
registered under police pmt.e-ction, il they 80 desire. AfteT the
marriage, if the coupie S0 desire, [they can be pmvided ,

accommodation o payment of nominal charges 10 the safe

house ipitially for 2@ period of onc¢ mpnth o be extended o0

monthly pasis hut not exceeding OOE year i nggregate,

depending of their threat assessment ¢h case to cAase hasls.

ej The initial iy regarding the compplamt received Trom the

couple (bachelor—bmchelm'ette or & ypund i couple) OF

upon receiving, iformation from AN sapependent source that the

relationship/u’uu‘riagr:; of such couple|1s apposed Dy thew family

members/ local communtty /Khaps ghall be cntrusted by the
District Magistrate / Superintendent df Police to 21l officar of the

rank of additional Superi.ntend.ent of Police. He ahall conduct &

I I e ety Ly R L N o~ Hy e f el . A
pre HIMInaTy FEENERt and gorertain vt yetheent I anr

gravity of threal perception. On [belng gntisfied s ty the

halt immediutcly subhmit 8

o

authenticity of such threats, he

report to the Superin'tendem of Polices N pot later thah 6ne
week.

fj The District Superintendent of Dhlice, upow reccipl. of sueh

repori, shall direct the Depuly Superin|'.en_deni, of  Police

incharge of the concerned sub-diyision to cause Lo register #n
persons thredtening the couple(s) and, i

of Cr.P.C. additionally, the

F.LR. against the

necessary, invoke Section 151

Deputy Superintendent of Police shall personéﬂly supervise the

progress of nvestigalion and ensyre that the same :s completed

and taken to its logical end with pr:)mpmudc. [n the course of

investigation, the concerned persons shall be hooked without




. meRbets who have partwipaled

 any exceplon including
e assembiy. I the involvemelit |of the members of Khap

Panchayat comes Lo the fore, they shall aiso be chirged for the

offenice of conspiracy or abetment, ag the case may be.

I11. Punitive Measures:-
al Any failuré-_‘b} either the police o1 district officer/ollicials to~

comply with the aforesaid directions shall be considered as an

act of deliberate negligence andjor misconduct for which

departmental action must be taken under the service rules. The

departmenta’ action shall be initiatled and taken to its logical

end, preferably not exceeding six mronths, by the authority of

the first instance.

b) In terms of the ruling of this Court in Arumugam Servai

C[(2011)6 SCC 4059], the States are directed to take disciphnary

aclion against the concerned officialls if it is found that (i) such

official(s) did not prevent the incitlent, despite having pror

knowledge of i, or (i) where the mcjdent had already occurred,

such official{s} did not promptly apprehend and  institute

~riminal nroceeslings against the culprirs

c) The State Governments shall create Special Cells in every

District comprising of the Superintendent of Police, the District

Social Welfare Officer and District Adi-Dravidar Welfare Officer

to receive petitions/complaints of harassment of and threat to

couples of inter-caste marriage.

d) These Special Cells shall create A b4 hour helpline to receive

and register such complaints and to provide necessary

assistance/advice and protection to the couple.

e) The criminal cases pertaining to hpnour killing or violence to

the couple(s] shall be tried before |the designated Court/Fast

Track Court earmarked for that purpose. The trial must proceed

on day to day basis to be conclided preferably within six

months from the date of taking cognizance of the offence. This
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1 oshall apply even o po

ling cases. The e

7 “the Hon'ble Supreme Court.

Judge shall assign those ¢
orie jurisdictional court so as to ¢

thereof.

It i3 requested to ensure strict corn
'{"h——‘\___..‘:"""_i

2.

Deputy Secqy

Copy to:
(1) Principil Secretary {Home) of 4
(11 Diredcior General of Police of alf
-~
(i)  Asstl. Registrar, PIL (Wiit), Su
Dellni
fiv)  SO(T) lor uploading on MHA's

ses, as far as possWle, o

nsure expeditious disposal

ipliance of the directions of

Yours faithfully,

feran ‘\(
{8.K. Gupta)

etary to the Govt. of India
Tel: 011-23075293

H Stales/UTs,
States/UTs.

preme Court of Iricl iz, New

wielsile,




